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Damascus: The Story of a City
Written & illustrated by Alaa Murtada
Published by Dar al-Balsam, Cairo (2018)
Target age: 6+
Category: picture book / history / folklore
Awards: 2019 Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Literature, for Best
Text
Original Language: Arabic
Rights enquiries: Dar al-Balsam, Egypt dar@al-balsam.com

Damascus: The Story of a City explores the ancient and enduring history of the capital of the
capital city of Syria, widely believed to be one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the
world, with evidence of habitation dating back thousands of years. The book follows Kitkitkan
as he explores the story of the great city of al-Sham, one of the names for Damascus. The
illustrations in this book use the miniature technique, a form of book art popular in the
medieval Middle East.

Sample translation

Translated from Arabic by Marcia Lynx Qualey
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